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Hill from the surrounding mountains, a band of Bedouin
shepherds had lighted huge roaring bonfires, by the light of
which I could see their flocks (so soon to be slaughtered as
a sacrifice to the Omnipotent) peacefully nibbling the sparse
green herbage of the lowlands.

From the north I went to the south, and gazed down
on the plain below, to where, under the ruddy glare of the
torches and the yellow light of the lanterns, the tents of
the faithful stood out against the darkness beyond. The
only regularly pitched camps were those of the soldiery, the
Sherff, and the other dignitaries of the Hdjj; all of these
occupied the space on the left-hand side of the observer;
while in the fore-ground, to the right, as well as to the left,
the tents of the Syrian and the Egyptian caravans were con-
spicuous : and most of these were either circular or ellip-
tical in shape and of considerable size, sometimes as many
as twenty pilgrims, and never less than ten, sleeping in a
single tent. For the arrangement between a SyrL \
pilgrim and his mogkavem is this: The pilgrim pays
moghavem a certain sum of money in return for which the
latter guarantees (I) to find him a seat in a kejaveh when
the caravan is on the move, (2) to give him the use of a
camel on which to set his provisions and belongings, and
(3) to reserve for him a sleeping-compartment within
one of the tents that are thus turned into portable
caravanserais.

Now, the Syrian caravan, whose commander considers
himself the chief of all the foreign pilgrims and brings with
him a strong detachment of cavalry, claims superiority
over that of Egypt; but both caravans glory in the
possession of a Mahmil or Holy Carpet, a treasure, by the
bye, that is not a carpet at all, but a square wooden frame
with a top in the shape of a pyramid. A becrescented
ball of gilt silver is set on the four corners of the square and